
 

Media Release_LiveFree_September 2014 

Doncare and Rotary launch new domestic violence app for Victorians 

The Rotary Club of Doncaster and Doncare Community Services today will launch a new iPhone app for 
Victorians who are experiencing domestic and family violence. The LiveFree app for iPhone, developed by 
Vortilla Digital, provides information and access to local and state based resources and support services for 
people experiencing domestic violence. 

LiveFree has been developed by Doncare Community Services, thanks to the support of the Rotary Club 
Manningham, with the aim of putting information about domestic violence where to get help across 
Victoria in the palm of your hand. 

Speaking about LiveFree, Carmel O’Brien, Director of Clinical Services at Doncare, said “the app is designed 
to help build awareness around domestic and family violence issues. LiveFree has detailed descriptions of 
family and domestic violence situations to help victims understand the types of behaviours that can be 
classified as abuse or family violence.” 

LiveFree also includes quizzes and scenarios that will help women assess their own situation. There is a 
section with ‘warning signs’ that shows that types of behaviours to look out for in your own personal 
relationships. 

“The app is not just about connecting victims to nearby services, it’s about building awareness of domestic 
violence issues and recognising the impact of family violence in the community” said Carmel. “LiveFree 
aims to empower members of the public and equip them with the information they need to make informed 
and independent decisions about their own personal relationships.” 

Domestic and Family Violence claims more than 70 lives per year in Australia.  Nationally, at least one 
woman is killed every week by a current or former partner. 

Current research in Australia indicates that domestic and family violence contributes more to death, poor 
health and disability among women under 45 than any other contributing factor, including smoking and 
obesity. 

LiveFree contains useful and potentially life-saving tips including checklists for women who are preparing to 
leave a domestic violence situation. Most importantly, the app is easy to use and the information can all be 
obtained anonymously.   

LiveFree is currently available for free download from the iTunes App store. Further funding is needed to 
develop an Android version for non-apple devices. 

To speak to someone about domestic and family violence in Victoria call 1800 737 732. 

 

Doncare - Doncaster Community Care and Counselling Centre was established in 1969 to provide social support services to enhance 
the quality of life for the citizens of Manningham. They provide counselling, information and emergency relief, family services and 
domestic violence support. Many Doncare services are delivered by volunteers. They also receive funding from Manningham City 
Council, Department of Human Services, Commonwealth Department of Social Services, several trusts, and revenue from Doncare's 
Opportunity Shops as well as donations and contributions. 

Rotary Club of Doncaster - Rotary Doncaster is a network of some 50 business and professional decision-makers. Last year Rotary 
Manningham funded projects that benefit the young and disadvantaged and promote better under-standing between people. 


