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Chris de Fraga: We are talking with Past President Garry Higgins, and also Senior 
Sergeant Paul Huggett about the family violence programme in the Maryborough area. 
Garry, what actually led to the combination of the two of you getting together? 

Garry Higgins: Well Paul and I are part of a group setup by Go Goldfields called the 
Family Violence Action Group. On that working group are our Police through Paul, and 
Rotary,myself. And we’ve got people from the Maryborough District Health Service, from 
Mount Alexander Shire, Zonta, they are also part of it, and VCOSS (Victorian Council of Social 
Service) I think? ...  

Paul Huggett: - Yes -  

Garry Higgins: ... we have a representative come up from Whittlesea each meeting, 
and of course our Go Goldfields General Manager, and the Senate for Nonviolence out of 
Bendigo. So it’s an action group with all the stakeholders. 

Paul Huggett: It’s a holistic approach to family violence. 

Garry Higgins: Yeah, and I suppose that’s what makes this thing work, is that all the 
stakeholders are around the table. It’s been quite a learning curve for everybody, I think, 
involved. 

Chris de Fraga: And what have you seen happening as a result, Paul? 

Paul Huggett: From Victoria Police perspective at Central Goldfields as Garry says, 
we’ve got the holistic approach, which is led by the Goldfields Shire Council through Go 
Goldfields. And the executive has appointed a General Manager in that role, from the Go 
Goldfields, who coordinates the Family Violence Action Group. And the organisations that 
Garry has announced have come together to combat family violence in this area. 

And the change we’ve seen from David (Scott, see separate interview, Ed.) doing a 
Men's Behaviour Change course through Rotary has enlightened that group as to what is 
above all, but probably more so in a court of law -...( inaudible, Ed.) where he, in his role as a 
Family Violence Law Coordinator - or Liaison Officer, sorry -  has been able to mould his role 
and enabled the victims of family violence, as well as the perpetrators and their legal 
representation, into what’s available to them. 

It also assists the court because it’s the only alternative court has to punitive action for 
the perpetrator to change their behaviour, so we focus purely on the behaviour of the 
offender. I see that change in the community, and it's more awareness). Unfortunately for 
Maryborough, we don’t have an actual court based here. There’s ones in Bendigo and 
Ballarat, but the tyranny of distance is in effect there. 

Having said all that, his impact on the members of the police station influences their 
behaviour when they are dealing with family violence. So it’s a very positive impact. 
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Chris de Fraga: How many people are there in the Maryborough area that would be 
affected by this now? 

Paul Huggett: Oh jeez, it’s a good question, but if we say one in four families is 
affected? 

Chris de Fraga: That’s huge. 

Paul Huggett: Yes. 

Chris de Fraga: And you’ve noticed this as well, have you Garry? 

Garry Higgins: Oh yes, look we've...that's been an interesting journey for our club, I 
suppose. With us being a part of this working group, we’ve learnt just so much about the 
issues surrounding family violence. I suppose that’s been one of the real outcomes, the need 
to make all the community aware of this information and knowledge that exists, but it only 
exists within a certain section of the community. I suppose that’s probably a good thing 
about our program, is that we’ve been able to really push for that knowledge to be shared 
amongst the community. 

Chris de Fraga: It makes the community work together better. 

Garry Higgins: Yeah. 

Chris de Fraga: From both the Police and the Rotary Club. 

Paul Huggett: From our perspective, professional organisations can’t do it by 
themselves. So with Rotary and Zonta on board, which are the community, we're concerned 
with what we’re really adding: it’s the prevention and early intervention. And again that’s 
the key to it, because by the time it comes to a tertiary response, say police, it’s too late. 
There’s already violence and perpetrator increase. We don’t want that. We want early 
intervention, the prevention. And this is where Rotary and Zonta would be a very key point in 
the community. 

Chris de Fraga: And how often would you interact with the community on this, would 
it be daily? 

Paul Huggett: Pretty much. From attending incidents, but also through Gary and his 
team, and the shire as well. Everyone plays a key point. Now it’s spoken about, where before 
it was hidden. I’d say to you now that it’s a common conversation, as opposed to a hidden 
subject. 

Chris de Fraga: So the elephant in the room is now visible? 
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Paul Huggett: Yes. 

Chris de Fraga: And as a result of this, have you seen a change in the community, the 
ability to talk about it, and also take measures against it? 

Paul Huggett: I think that’s coming. It’s taking great steps from where it was. As I was 
saying, it’s now spoken about, as opposed to not spoken about. And when we come to talk 
about behaviour changing, I was observing it just in the police station before, the way that 
our people were talking to the community in regards to the way they speak about their 
partners. So that effect is starting to occur as well. 

Chris de Fraga: Well, thank you very much. 

 

End of Audio 

 

Note: Chris de Fraga is a professional journalist, a member of the Rotary Club of Balwyn, 
District 9800 and responsible for Communications and Newsletters for the Rotarian Action 
Group for Family Safety (in formation) see: www.ragfamsafe.org   

 

 

Links to more information 

Rotary Club of Maryborough website http://rotarymaryboroughvic.org/ 

To contact interviewees after watching the videos, please contact PP Garry Higgins 
at pvb1@westnet.com.au         

!


